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The Golden Tapestry
An arts project linking schools 

across the Commonwealth
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Children working on the 

Golden Tapestry in South Africa, 

Australia, India, Wales, Namibia

 and Mauritius
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“The Golden Tapestry is a project aimed at promoting the value of diversity throughout the Commonwealth. It involves Commonwealth schoolchildren and offers them an opportunity to express what it means to them to be part of the Commonwealth.” 
HE the Rt Hon Don McKinnon, Commonwealth Secretary-General

“Seeing our school’s tapestry amongst all the fabulous entries from around the Commonwealth was truly fantastic. What a great exhibition...thanks for allowing us to view them. They are all so wonderfully unique and brilliant.”
Frances and Ruby, Kunyung Primary School, Victoria

“A world of hope. Thank you.”
The Hon Mary Delahunty, Victorian Minister for the Arts

“An inspiring exhibition showcasing the imagination of the young people of the Commonwealth.”
Senator Mike Vibert, Minister for Education, Sport and Culture, 

States of Jersey

“Fantastic demonstration of capturing the ideas of children, the future of the Commonwealth. Great work! Thank you.”
Lloyd Lazar, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, 

Sports and Culture, St Kitts and Nevis

“Only the innocence of children can show us the true beauty of our world. Well done children!”

Aimée Ingram, visitor to the exhibition in Melbourne

“It was a pleasure and a privilege to have the Tapestry here in Blackburn. It is a fantastic expression of the hopes and expectations of young people across the Commonwealth. I have had so many positive comments from people, and the only negative comment was why couldn't we have had it for longer.”

Ven Peter Ballard, Director, Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education
The Golden Tapestry
An arts project linking schools

across the Commonwealth
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Mill Park Heights Primary School, Victoria at the Commonwealth Games Exhibition in Melbourne

The Golden Tapestry is a project linking primary and special schools across the Commonwealth. Hundreds of thousands of children are contributing their own ideas and portraying their own lives and experiences in a unique collaborative artwork that is being exhibited around the world. 

But the Golden Tapestry is far more than that. Within the project, schools are working together with schools in other countries. Some we are introducing to each other for the first time, others are using the project to strengthen their existing links. Our aim is that all these links will endure beyond the project, providing a valuable legacy on which schools and their communities can build. 

Through working on the Golden Tapestry children are learning to see their lives in a global perspective, to take pride in their own communities and culture and to understand and respect others.
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The Foundation School, Rawalpindi


and their finished tapestry

Each school makes a metre square of textural embroidery contributing to a story covering a year in the life of the Commonwealth and describing what different aspects of their lives the children would most like to show Her Majesty the Queen as Head of the Commonwealth if she were to visit them. The briefs the children work on all reflect the principles that unite the Commonwealth, global citizenship and civic values, and conservation and the protection of the environment. It is a dazzling celebration of diversity. 
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Kabojja Junior School, Kampala, Uganda


and their tapestry
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	The Golden Tapestry is designed to help foster understanding and friendship between people and communities in all parts of the world and reinforce social cohesion. Besides enabling children across the Commonwealth to work collaboratively to create a single unique artwork, we are actively making use of the project to bring them together through linking their schools. In this we are working as partners in BBC World Class and in a similar initiative in Australia, School2School. We are also helping schools in developing countries form lateral as well North/South links. We believe these to be of equal value, as they allow schools in different countries to share experiences in overcoming the kinds of problems faced in the developing world. 



	Above: Ardingly College and its link school, Old Jeshwang Primary School, The Gambia 
Below: Kyema Primary School, Uganda and its link school, Launceston Primary School
	


Where schools already have a link or are starting  one, the Golden Tapestry gives them a ready-made project on which they can work together to establish or strengthen their link. Indeed, the BBC have said “It’s hard to imagine a better example of a global school art project”. 
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The National School for the Deaf, Freetown, Sierra Leone and Aurora School for Deaf Children, Melbourne, Australia  
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Thika School for the Blind, Kenya

Another important feature of the project is the level playing field it offers special schools taking part. Whatever special needs children have, even impaired sight, they are almost always capable of expressing themselves in textural embroidery and generally create above average work. We know from talking to many teachers how valuable taking part in the Golden Tapestry has been to them in raising their self-esteem and increasing their confidence.  

We are proud to have many hospital schools taking part as well as specialist schools and units for deaf, partially sighted and disabled children and children with different degrees of learning and behavioural difficulties.  
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	The National School for the Deaf, Freetown, Sierra Leone
	Fitzwaryn School, Wantage, Oxfordshire, England
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	Hippo Primary School, Namibia
	Stanley Primary School, Falkland Islands
	Ceylon School for the Deaf and Blind, Ratmalana, Sri Lanka


We now have almost 800 schools signed up in 48 countries: Anguilla, Australia, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Botswana, Brunei, Cameroon, Canada, Cyprus, Dominica, England, the Falkland Islands, The Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guernsey, India, the Isle of Man, Jamaica, Jersey, Kenya,Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritius, Montserrat, Namibia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Northern Ireland, Pakistan, St Helena, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Scotland, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Tanzania, Trinidad and Tobago, Tristan da Cunha, Uganda, Wales and Zambia. You can see more than 250 individual schools’ tapestry canvases in the Virtual Golden Tapestry on our website, www.goldentapestry.com, and more are being added every month.

For the schools taking part, the exhibitions undoubtedly represent the most important objective and pinnacle of the project. They allow their children to appreciate fully their own role in achieving the worldwide collaborative artwork, whether by visiting an individual exhibition or by knowing that so many people have seen their work. 

	[image: image16.jpg]



	The very first display was at Buckingham Palace on 2nd June 2003 at the Coronation Day Children’s Party. Although we had canvases from only the few schools that had completed them at this early stage in the project, it represented a wonderful preview to our programme of exhibitions. Her Majesty the Queen was delighted with the progress of the Golden Tapestry project and remarked on the wonderful ingenuity the children showed in their work.

	The Coronation Day Children’s Party, Buckingham Palace
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Part of a display in Milton Keynes, May 2005

and a party from White Spire Special
School with their tapestry
We have subsequently been featured on BBC Television’s Blue Peter and mounted several displays including those in Middleton Hall, Milton Keynes at the Commonwealth Fair in London and for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Valletta, Malta.
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	The set of BBC Televisions's Blue Peter, 9th November 2004
	Display at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Valletta, November 2005
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	Beacon Learning Centre, Belmont, Grenada
	The British School, Dhaka, Bangladesh
	Eastern Kings School, Prince Edward Island, Canada 
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	Part of the display in the City Library, Melbourne, March 2006
	Katanning Primary School, Western Australia at the Melbourne exhibition


The first main focus of our programme of exhibitions was Festival Melbourne 2006, the cultural festival of the XVIII Commonwealth Games, where the Golden Tapestry attracted almost 32,000 visitors. 

Our second full-scale exhibition was a brilliant display in September in Blackburn Cathedral, which again drew dozens of school parties and thousands of visitors. 
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	Blackburn Cathedral, September 2006
	and a workshop held there for St James' C of E Primary School, Blackburn


The exhibitions are planned to continue to 2010, culminating ideally at the Commonwealth Games in Delhi.
There is still time for new schools to sign up, and they can do so by contacting: 
Lizzie Owen, Chief Executive, The Millennium Tapestry Company

Building 59, Heyford Park, Bicester, Oxfordshire OX25 5HD, United Kingdom

Tel +44 (0)1869 233165

e-mail goldentapestry@btinternet.com   www.goldentapestry.com
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